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Synopsis

How to embody Hope?

Reading Jules Verne's posthumous novel The
Survivors of the “Jonathan” was the trigger for
creating the play. The novel depicts a micro-society of
immigrants who, having been shipwrecked off Cape
Horn, attempt to create an enlightened society; theirs’ is
a Rousseau-like attempt to achieve enlightenment in the
face of ever-increasing and terrifying Progress...

A film-crew in the early twentieth century — when
cinema is still in its infancy and films are still silent — has
broken away from the famous Pathe film studios and is
shooting a motion picture in a ‘guingette’ (a dance-hall
and bar-restaurant) on the banks of the river Marne. The
cabaret known as 'Le Fol Espoir' has been transformed
into an amateur soundstage. The motion picture tells
the story of a ship, and its passengers - from the famous
opera singer down to the petty criminal, which sails from
Cardiff in 1895 and is wrecked off the Tierra del Fuego
during the harsh South American winter.

In this soundstage, which is modelled on the attic
of the Vieux Colombier Theatre in Paris where Jean
Renoir filmed 'The Little Match-girl', the director Jean
LaPalette, his sister Gabrielle, and their right-hand man
Tommaso film an optimistic political fable intended to
educate the masses.

There's comedy aplenty — slapstick punches, custard
pies and gags reminiscent of Buster Keaton and Fatty
Arbuckle; there's adventure and high drama (death and
gold-fever), moments of great bravura (a sinking ship
filled with dreamers), and passionate love stories (the
tragedy is erotic and illusions aphrodisiac). The action
goes from sweeping political and moral panoramas —
with a fiery priest in the frozen wastes preaching Marx's
vision of brotherhood — to the practicalities of zooms,
pulley systems, lighting and props, small details which
suddenly take on enormous proportions.

The filming begins on June 28th 1914, the day of the
Archduke Franz Ferdinard’s assassination in Sarajevo,
the gunpowder that sets Europe alight. It ends with news
of another assassination — that of Jean Jaures on July’
31st followed by the general conscription of August 1st,
heralded by church bells across France. The allegory of
the shipwreck is filmed at breakneck pace during the last
five weeks before war breaks out.

after Antoine Perraud (Mediapart, 14.02.2010)
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7. THE GOVERNOR’S GOOD IDEA
Hoste Island
Where we learn that the Governor has an idea in the back
of his mind, and that the Gautrain brothers have found
what they have always been looking for.

8. THE SOCIAL CONTRACT OR THE OTHER
DREAM )
Hoste Island
Where we learn that there are two ways of imagining
how one might seize power, that God can divide rather
than unite, and that women are always forgotten...

9. THE GOLD RUSH, OR ADIEU TO HOSTE
Hoste Island
Where we learn that human resolve is fragile, that one
may die for love in the snow and ice, and that Johann
Salvator chooses the Indians.

The Théétre du Soleil

Ariane Mnouchkine, born 3rd March 1939 at Boulogne-
sur-Seine, is the director of theatre company, the Théétre du
Soleil, which she founded in 1964 with her contemporaries
of the ATEP (The Theatre Association of the Students of
Paris). In 1970, the Théatre du Soleil created 1789 at the
Piccolo Teatro in Milan, where Giorgio Strehler warmly
welcomed and gave his support to the young company. The
company then went on to choose its home on the outskirts of
Paris at the Cartoucherie, a former bullet-making factory, in
the Bois de Vincennes. The Cartoucherie enabled the troupe
to expand on the meaning of theatre as a mere architectural
institution, focussing on the concept of the theatre being
a place of haven rather than just complying with the
traditional architectural notions of a theatre building, and
this at a time when urban change and development in France
was transforming the place of man in the city and the place
of theatre in the city. In the Cartoucherie, the Théatre du
Soleil found the necessary tool to create and present the type
of popular yet high-quality theatre dreamed of by Jean Vilar.
The troupe invented new ways of working and privileged
collectively devised work, its aim being to establish a new
relationship with its audience and distinguishing itself from
bourgeois theatre in order to create a high-quality theatre for
the people.
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